
 



*Please stand in body or spirit. 

We Gather 
 

Prelude  "Mary Had a Baby" (traditional Spiritual) 
 
Welcome 
(Scan the QR code for digital connection card) 
 
*Song  "Sing We Now of Christmas" UMH #237, v.1 
 
*Call to Worship 

 

Leader:  On this warm July morning, we return to Bethlehem 
on the night of Jesus's birth. 

People:  We come to hear the nativity story with fresh ears 
and unhurried hearts. 

Leader:  A child was born in poverty and simplicity. Angels 
announced joy to the shepherds in the fields. 

People:  We want to encounter the wonder of that ancient 
night when Christ was born. 

 
*Song         "The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy" TFWS #2098 
 
Prayers of the People 
 

Leader:  Immanuel, God with us, 
People:  We lift our prayers to you. 

 

We Hear 
 

Special Music "American Hymn" by Carl Strommen 
    Sharon Lovering, Soloist 
 
Children’s Sermon 



Prayer of Illumination  "Like a Child" TFWS 2092, v.3 
 
Scripture  Luke 2:1-20 (Common English Bible) 
 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first 
census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 
And everyone went to their own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 
the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest 
room available for them. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 
people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 
the angel, praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
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15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 
who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they 
spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 
child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. 

Reader:  The Word of God for the People of God. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon “A Night Unlike Any Other” 
 

We Respond 
 
Sermon Reflection Questions 

1. Reflect on a time when you encountered God's presence 
unexpectedly or "out of season" in your own life. How did 
that encounter change you? 

2. How does celebrating Christmas in July change your 
perspective on where and how God chooses to meet us? 

3. The shepherds were the first to receive the news of Jesus's 
birth. Why do you think Luke emphasizes these 
marginalized workers as the primary witnesses? What does 
that tell us about God's priorities and who God considers 
worthy of encountering the sacred? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Invitation to the Table 
 
Confession 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our 
whole heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We 
have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have 
rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we 
pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Pardon  

Leader to people: 
Jesus said, “I have come to set the prisoner free.” No matter 
what binds you this day, freedom is yours through new life in 
Christ. In the name of him who came to loose the chains, you 
are forgiven.  
People: 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven, set free. 
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All: 
Glory to God! Amen. 
All sing: 
O freedom, O freedom, O freedom - 
Freedom is coming, Oh yes I - 
O Jesus, O Jesus, O Jesus - 
Jesus is coming, Oh yes I - 
 
O yes I know, O yes I know, O yes I know, 
O yes, I know, O yes I 
O yes I know, O yes I know, O yes I know, 
O yes, I know, O yes I know. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor:  The Liberating God be with you! 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts with joy! 
People:  We lift them up to God! 
Pastor:  Let us give praise to the Author of Freedom! 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  It is right, and a good and holy thing to give our praise 

to you this day, Liberator of all Humankind. 
You unleashed your creative power and a world 
blossomed. You bestowed upon every living thing life 
and breath, color and movement. 
No matter how many battles we wage within and 
between ourselves and against you, your promise, 
vision and gift of peace and abundance continues. 

 And so we lift up our voices in celebration of You! 
People:  Holy, holy, holy are You! 
Pastor:  We join all the prophets and saints! 
People:  Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 



Pastor:  We join the parade of justice! 
People:  Blessed are they who come in the name of the Lord! 
Pastor:  We add our cries and exclamations! 
People:  Hosanna in the highest! 
All sing: O freedom, O freedom, O freedom - 

Freedom is coming, Oh yes I - 
O Jesus, O Jesus, O Jesus - 
Jesus is coming, Oh yes I - 
O yes I know, O yes I know, O yes I know, 
O yes, I know, O yes I 
O yes I know, O yes I know, O yes I know, 
O yes, I know, O yes I know. 

Pastor:  Holy are you and blessed is your son, Jesus. To those 
who were imprisoned by status, law, illness, poverty, 
gender, age, disease, he said, “Your belief has set you 
free. You are a child of God.” He invited disciples, 
friends, and strangers alike to his tables. 
He proclaimed God’s grace to all with whom he broke 
bread. He proclaimed God’s love to all with whom he 
shared the cup. 

People:  freedom has come, and freedom is coming! 
All sing: O freedom, O freedom, O freedom - 

Freedom is coming, Oh yes I - 
O Jesus, O Jesus, O Jesus - 
Jesus is coming, Oh yes I - 
O yes I know, O yes I know, O yes I know, 
O yes, I know, O yes I 
O yes I know, O yes I know, O yes I know, 
O yes, I know, O yes I know. 

Pastor:  Holy Spirit, transform this meal and transform this 
body so that we might be free to love without 
condition, invite without hesitation, go without 
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reservation and proclaim your freedom to all the 
world! Let the people say, “Amen!” 

All sing: O freedom, O freedom, O freedom - 
Freedom is coming, Oh yes I - 
O Jesus, O Jesus, O Jesus - 
Jesus is coming, Oh yes I - 
O yes I know, O yes I know, O yes I know, 
O yes, I know, O yes I 
O yes I know, O yes I know, O yes I know, 

 O yes, I know, O yes I know. 
 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

Distribution Of The Communion Elements 
Please come forward as you feel led. You’ll be offered a piece of 
gluten-free bread to dip into the cup of grape juice.  
 
Prayer after Communion 
Eternal God, 
we give you thanks for this holy mystery 
in which you have given yourself to us. 
Grant that we may go into the world 
in the strength of your Spirit 
to give ourselves for others, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



*Giving our gifts to God and passing the peace  
To donate online please scan the QR code. 
To give cash or check please put your donation in the 
basket in the front of the sanctuary next to the 
baptismal font. 

 

*Song UMH #95 Doxology 
 
Prayer of Dedication 

We Go 
 

Announcements 
 

*Song     "Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow" TFWS #2096 
 
*Benediction 
 
*Sung Benediction "Go, Tell It on the Mountain" UMH #251, v. 3 
 
Postlude "Children, Go Where I Send Thee" (traditional Spiritual) 
 
 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY 
Liturgist Lane Timm 
Reader of the Word Pat Barham 
Pianist Greg Capaldini 
Communion Server  Pat Barham 
Communion Steward  Pat Barham 
Preacher    Rev. Sarah Harrison-McQueen 
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Assistive Listening Available 
You can now connect your Bluetooth-enabled hearing aids directly 
to our sound system using the ListenWIFI app on your 
smartphone. Look for laminated signs at the sanctuary entrances 
for simple setup instructions. Need help? Just ask a greeter or staff 
member—we’re happy to assist! 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Share Your Musical Gifts This Summer 
 

Musicians and singers of CUMC, have you ever wanted to share 
your gifts in Sunday worship without making a regular time 
commitment? Each Sunday from the July 4th weekend through 
Labor Day weekend, there will be opportunities to contribute by 
playing an instrument, singing, or even gathering an informal 
group. 
 

There may be openings for preludes and postludes, 
accompaniment for congregational hymns, or special music in 
place of the usual choir anthem. If you are interested, please email 
Greg Capaldini at conductor@cumcballston.org or leave a 
message with the church office at 703-527-8844. 
 
Men’s Group – Fellowship & Games | Sunday, July 19  
 

All men of Central are invited to our monthly Men’s Group 
gathering. This is a relaxed time to share laughs, build friendships, 
and strengthen one another in faith. We’ll enjoy board and card 
games together and good fellowship. Bring yourself, invite a friend, 
and feel free to bring a snack to share. 
 



These gatherings are a great way to grow in community with other 
men of the church, encouraging each other as we live out our faith 
in daily life. Join us Sunday, July 19 from 3–5 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall. 
 
Church Fellowship Karaoke Night 
 

Come join us on Friday, July 24, from 5:30–7:30 PM for an evening 
of singing, laughter, and fellowship! 
 

Sing along to your favorite songs with lyrics on the screen, making 
it easy for everyone to join in the fun. 
 

Everyone is welcome—bring your voice, your joy, and, if you'd like, 
a dish to share. We can't wait to see you there! 
 

Questions? Contact the church office at office@cumcballston.org 
or 703-527-8844. 
 
The First 15 Course – Emergency Preparedness Training 
 

Join us Monday, October 19 from 6:30–9:00 PM for The First 15, a 
free emergency preparedness and response training offered in 
partnership with Arlington County Emergency Management. 
 

This hands-on course equips participants to respond in the critical 
first minutes of an emergency before first responders arrive. 
Training includes emergency planning, building a basic 
emergency kit, calling 9-1-1 effectively, situational awareness, 
psychological support, and basic first aid skills such as bleeding 
control. This training is open to all and especially valuable for those 
involved in church ministries, hospitality, or community outreach. 
 

There is no cost to attend. To reserve your spot, contact the church 
office at 703-527-8844 or office@cumcballston.org 
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Read the Word in Worship 
 

Interested in reading scripture during our service? We'd love to 
have you join our rotation! If you feel called to share God's word, 
please see Pastor Sarah or email her at pastorcumcballston.org to 
sign up or learn more. 
 
Join the Prayer Chain 
 “Carry each other’s burdens and so you will fulfill the law of 
Christ.” — Galatians 6:2 
 

Be part of a ministry of care, hope, and encouragement through 
prayer. Our Prayer Chain email goes out weekly, and more often as 
needed for time-sensitive requests, so that our church family can 
lift one another up. 
 

Want to pray for others? Need prayer? Write your request on a 
Connect Card and place it in the offering basket, or email 
office@cumcballston.org 
 

Your prayers matter. Together, we carry one another’s burdens in 
love. 
 
Considering Membership at Central UMC? 
 

At Central, all are welcome to worship God and serve others. You 
don’t need to be a member to take part in the life of our church.  
Still, for many, church membership is a meaningful step in 
growing as a disciple of Jesus Christ. Membership is a 
commitment to support the ministries of Central with your 
prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  
 

If you’re discerning this next step in your faith journey, we’d love to 
talk with you. For more information, contact Pastor Sarah at 703-
527-1783 or pastor@cumcballston.org. 


